
FDA Bans Market-Leading Juul: A Blow to US Tobacco Industry
The US tobacco industry has suffered a major blow as health officials ordered Juul, a leading vape company, to cease the sale of its popular
electronic cigarettes. This action is part of a broader effort by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to subject the multibillion-dollar vaping
industry to scientific scrutiny after years of regulatory delays. The ban follows the Biden administration’s proposal to establish a maximum nicotine
level in tobacco products, aiming to reduce their addictiveness. In this article, we will explore the implications of the FDA’s decision and its impact
on the tobacco market.

Juul’s Dominance and Controversy
Since its launch in 2015, Juul has emerged as a dominant player in the e-cigarette market, commanding 75% of the US market by its third year.
Even in the UK, it ranks as the fifth best-selling e-cigarette with sales of £13.1 million in 2021. However, Juul faced criticism for its sale of enticing
flavors like mint, mango, and creme brulee, which many believed targeted and encouraged underage smokers.

The Call for a Ban and Conflicting Perspectives
Parents, politicians, and anti-tobacco advocates have long called for a ban on vaping devices, which they perceive as a catalyst for the surge in
underage vaping. On the other hand, proponents argue that e-cigarettes can aid smokers in reducing their consumption of traditional cigarettes.
Despite these divergent views, the FDA’s decision is anchored in the lack of “sufficient evidence” provided by Juul to substantiate its claims of
aiding smoking cessation.

FDA’s Commitment to Addressing Youth Vaping
Dr. Robert Califf, the FDA commissioner, highlighted the agency’s dedication to reviewing products from major players in the US market. These
products have significantly contributed to the rise in youth vaping, necessitating a more rigorous regulatory approach. The American Lung
Association welcomed the decision, emphasizing its importance in curbing the youth vaping epidemic. The association noted that Juul, including
the popular #menthol variant, remains a favored choice among teenagers.

Alarming Statistics and Previous Rejections
According to a study by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), over 2.5 million US students used a tobacco product in 2021, with
80% of the tobacco use attributed to disposable e-cigarettes and cartridge products like Juul. The study revealed that 13% of high-schoolers and
4% of middle-schoolers reported current tobacco use. In the past year, the FDA rejected applications for over a million e-cigarettes and related
products, primarily due to their potential appeal to underage teens.

Stricter Criteria for Market Approval
To remain on the market, vaping companies must demonstrate that their products offer public health benefits. This entails proving that adult
smokers are likely to quit or reduce their smoking through the use of these products while minimizing the risk of addiction among teenagers.
Although the FDA has granted some e-cigarette applications, such as tobacco-flavored e-cigarettes from companies like RJ Reynolds and Logic,
critics argue that these products represent only a fraction of the $6 billion US vaping market.

Impact on Juul and Industry Response
Market leaders like Juul have faced regulatory delays in gaining FDA approval for their devices. Despite a decline in sales, Juul remains the top-
selling vaping brand. It is expected that the company will challenge the FDA’s ban. Amanda Wheeler, president of the American Vapor
Manufacturing Association, expressed disappointment, claiming that the FDA’s indifference to the potential benefits of vaping poses a significant
regulatory failure with detrimental consequences.

FAQs

1. What is the FDA’s ban on Juul? The FDA has ordered Juul, a prominent vape company, to cease the sale of its electronic cigarettes. This
decision is part of the FDA’s efforts to regulate and scrutinize the vaping industry.

2. Why was Juul targeted by the FDA? Juul faced criticism for its sale of flavors that were appealing to teenagers, leading to concerns about the
rise in underage vaping. The FDA also stated that Juul failed to provide sufficient evidence that its devices help people quit smoking.
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3. How does the ban affect the tobacco industry? The ban on Juul is a significant blow to the tobacco industry, as Juul held a substantial
market share in the e-cigarette market. It reflects the broader regulatory efforts to address youth vaping and reduce the addictiveness of tobacco
products.

4. Are there any alternatives to Juul in the market? While the FDA has granted approval for some e-cigarette applications, including tobacco-
flavored ones, critics argue that these products represent only a small portion of the overall vaping market.

5. Will Juul challenge the FDA’s ban? It is expected that Juul will appeal the FDA’s decision. The company remains a major player in the vaping
industry, and the outcome of the appeal will have significant implications for the market.


